
Distance Learning Day 1

Writing: Write a book review

Reading: Read pages 1-4 of  How to Skin a Bear and 
answer the questions

SPaG: Log in in to spag.com and complete the most recent 
test

Maths: TTRS & My Maths

Curriculum: Compare and contrast two police forces 
around the world.



Reading 

Read pages 1-4 of  How to Skin a Bear

Answer these questions:

1) Describe Bee’s dad in your own words. Use evidence 
from the text to support your ideas. Try to make at least 3 
points.

2) What does the phrase, ‘The tribe has been on the move 
for at least five suns now’ mean?

3) Using the text, name some of  the jobs carried out by 
members of  Bee’s tribe.



As you know, we have just read Arsenic For Tea by Robin Stevens, your task 
today is to write a book review.

Make sure to include:

A brief  synopsis (summary) of  the story.

The characters – who were your favourites? Were they believable?

Highlights – what were the best things about the book?

Weak bits? Were there any things about the book that you disliked?

Recommendations – who would you recommend it to and why?

Read the examples included below to see what we would like your to look like.

Write a book review





Why would we write book 

reviews?

To share our opinion of  books

To recommend a book that we liked

To encourage others to read



Look at some 

reviews on this 

site

http://www.spaghettibookclub.or

g/

What do you 

think?

Could you write 

your own book 

review?

What features 

do you like best?



Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows- JK Rowling

This is the last book in the Harry Potter series. The ministry 
of  magic has fallen and Dumbledore is dead. Harry, Ron 
and Hermione are on the run from the death eaters. But no 
matter where they run they always get caught and have to 
flee. When they get caught by the Malfoys’ and Voldemort 
comes, it is an epic battle between death eaters and 
Hogwarts wizards.

It was a thrilling end to the Harry Potter series. I love how 
well developed the characters are. They're more 
interesting then they were in the beginning of  the series. 
The writing makes you feel like you're there. This was one 
of  the best books I've read because it concludes the saga 
of  Harry Potter.

I think that anyone who likes fantasy books would like this 
book. I believe many people should read it. It's the best 
book I've ever read. It has got action, drama and suspense. 
I think that an incredible amount of  people should read 
this. This book will entertain you.



Holes
Written by Louis Sachar

Reviewed by Phoebe C. (age 11)

Stanley Yelnats has never been very lucky. That's because he is under a 
curse, a curse that started with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing great-

great-grandfather. Stanley is unjustly accused of  stealing! He is sent to 

Camp Green Lake, where there is a dried up lake, and a myriad of  holes. 

Stanley is forced to dig holes to build character. The holes must be five feet 

wide, and five feet deep. 

Soon, Stanley realizes that he is not digging holes to improve his character. 

Someone is looking for something, hidden somewhere in the dry expanse 

that was once a sea-green lake. Then, something happens to his best 

friend, and Stanley ends up on the most dangerous and amazing journey of  
his life.

I loved this book. It had adventure, romance, and comedy. I think that both 

boys and girls would like it, because it's about a lot of  different characters. 



My favorite characters were Kate Barlow and Zero Zeroni. Kate Barlow was 
a brave woman with opinions of  her own and the love of  Onion Sam to keep 

her dreams alive. Zero was one of  the boys at Camp Green Lake. He hardly 

ever spoke, so everyone thought he was stupid. He was really very smart, 

and turned out to be a great friend.

When I read this book, I felt many different emotions. Sometimes I laughed, 

and other times I cried, and every once in a while I squeaked like a mouse, 

scared or excited for the characters as if  I were right there with them. 

When I started reading it, I couldn't stop, and my mom had to pry it out of  
my hands. It really made me think. I realized how lucky I was, to have a 

mother and father, to have warm water, to have clean clothes, and 

especially to have the freedom to be friends with any person, regardless of  

their color, religion or gender. Wouldn't you be upset if  you weren't allowed 

to fall in love with someone, just because of  the way they looked, or the 
religion they were, or the things they believed. 



Some of  the words in this book will never come out of  my mind as long 
as I live. That's why "Holes" is such a good book.

I recommend this book to anyone who likes adventure, friendship and 

superstition. It has a curse, an unusual group of  friends, and some 

fantastic characters. I think that fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh graders 
would like it. Holes is a great book!



What do we include in the 

review?

Author

Title

Pages

Date published

This information is 

easy to find out.  

Just read the first 

page to find the 

facts.



Your bit!
This 

information 

can only be 

written if  you 

have read the 

book.

Some of  it is 

fact but your 

opinion is very 

important too.

The story

The characters

Highlights

Any weak bits?

Unputdownable?



The story

This is WHAT happens. To help you think about the 
main events, first draw a time line with the beginning 
scene of  the book at the top of  a piece of  paper and 
the final scene at the bottom.

E.g. Write "Harry starts at Hogwarts" at the top and 
"Harry defeats Voldemort" at the bottom.

You can also write a sentence about WHERE and 
WHEN the story takes place. E.g. At Hogwarts school 
of  wizardry in the present day.



The characters

Name of  character

Role

Adjective to describe 

them

For example:

Harry Potter

Schoolboy wizard

Brave

Or WHO is in the book. To help you describe the characters, first jot 
down these details:



Highlights

This is where you describe your favourite part of  

the book. Was there a particular piece of  action, 

description or characters' speech you really 

enjoyed?



Any weak bits?

Were there any chapters where you found 

yourself  wishing for some action to liven up the 

plot? Any unrealistic characters? Any 

descriptions or chapters that you felt were 

rubbish?



Unputdownable?

Did you grab the book whenever you had a spare 

moment? Did you read it rather than playing 

computer games or watching TV? Or did you 

read the first chapter before letting it gather 

dust on your bookshelf?



SPaG

Read the information about possessive 

apostrophes and plurals in the next two slides 

and then complete the test ‘Apostrophes and 

plurals (B) on spag.com.

Remember, you can retake the test as many 

times as you need to.



What Is Plural Possession?
Apostrophes can be used to show that something belongs to 

someone or something. This is called possession. When we are 

talking about more than one thing, we call this plural.

The dogs’ leads were too 
long.

The children’s lunch was delayed.

If  the noun is plural and ends with an s, we just attach the 
apostrophe to it without an additional s.

If  the noun is plural and does not end with s, we add ’s to the end.



Plural Possession
Now it is your turn. Read the singular form of  the noun, make the 

noun plural and then show where the apostrophe would need to be to 

show plural possession.

Singular Plural Plural Possession

kitten

actress

baby

knife

child

volcano

kittens

actresses

babies

knives

children

volcanoes

kittens’

actresses’

babies’

knives’

children’s

volcanoes’



Maths 

Play Times Table Rock Stars for at least 15 

minutes.

Work through the lesson and complete the task 

on decimals set for you on MyMaths



Curriculum: Compare and contrast police 

forces around the world
Compare our police force in Britain with the police force in any country of your 
choice.

Look for similarities and differences.

You may include:

• When the police force was first formed

• What powers they have

• What weapon/forces they are allowed to use

• Any other interesting information!

• Be sure to include some comparing and contrasting

conjunctions in your paragraphs.

Contrasting conjunctions:
On the other hand,

Alternatively,

However,

Whereas

Although

Comparing conjunctions:

Similarly,

In addition

As well as
also

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb2B2adsXlM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb2B2adsXlM

